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INTRODUCTION

Teaching is a fundamental purpose of the University of Florida and the dissemination of new knowledge in our classrooms, studios,
and clinics enables our students and trainees to fully explore their intellectual boundaries. Assessment and evaluation of our courses
are designed to enhance instruction and maximize learning to meet the mission of the university. This report contains the results
gathered through the new GatorEvals system. Students were invited to share their feedback on the teaching and course material. We
invite every faculty member to examine the analysis in the report and utilize the resources provided in the report. Thank you for your
continued great work!

Chris Hass, Ph.D. 
Associate Provost for Academic and Faculty Affairs 

Prepared by:
Creation Date:

John Jordi
Friday, January 3, 2020

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/
http://www.explorance.com


Student Self-Evaluation Questions

Why did you take this course?

How would you rate your own participation (completed readings, assignments, etc.) in this course?

How would you rate your own participation (completed readings, assignments, etc.) in this course?

Instructor Evaluation Questions

Instructor Evaluation Questions

Strongly
Disagree

1

Disagree

2

Neutral

3

Agree

4

Strongly
Agree

5 Count Mean
Interpolated

Median SD

The instructor was enthusiastic about the
course.

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 11.1% 88.9% 18 4.89 4.94 0.32

The instructor explained material clearly
and in a way that enhanced my
understanding.

0.0% 0.0% 5.6% 11.1% 83.3% 18 4.78 4.90 0.55

The instructor maintained clear standards
for response and availability (e.g.
turnaround time for email, office hours,
etc.)

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 18 5.00 5.00 0.00

The instructor fostered a positive learning
environment that engaged students.

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 11.1% 88.9% 18 4.89 4.94 0.32

The instructor provided prompt and
meaningful feedback on my work and
performance in the course.

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 18 5.00 5.00 0.00

The instructor was instrumental to my
learning in the course.

0.0% 0.0% 5.6% 0.0% 94.4% 18 4.89 4.97 0.47
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Course Evaluation Questions

Course Evaluation Questions

Strongly
Disagree

1

Disagree

2

Neutral

3

Agree

4

Strongly
Agree

5 Count Mean
Interpolated

Median SD

Course content (e.g., readings, activities,
assignments) was relevant & useful.

0.0% 0.0% 5.6% 11.1% 83.3% 18 4.78 4.90 0.55

The course fostered regular interaction
between student and instructor.

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 11.1% 88.9% 18 4.89 4.94 0.32

Course activities and assignments
improved my ability to analyze, solve
problems, and/or think critically.

0.0% 0.0% 5.6% 5.6% 88.9% 18 4.83 4.94 0.51

Overall, this course was a valuable
educational experience.

0.0% 5.6% 0.0% 11.1% 83.3% 18 4.72 4.90 0.75

For additional information and resources in each of these question areas, please visit the GatorEvals Website at
https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/resources--policies/question-set/

Instructor Evaluation Questions - Aggregate Chart

Note that in the following aggregate chart "Strongly Agree" and "Agree" have been grouped together as "Agree" while "Strongly
Disagree" and "Disagree" have been grouped together as "Disagree".

Individual Instructor Aggregated Report for PHI3400: Philos Natural Sci Christopher Dorst

Copyright University of Florida

https://gatorevals.aa.ufl.edu/resources--policies/question-set/


Course Evaluation Questions - Aggregate Chart

Note that in the following aggregate chart "Strongly Agree" and "Agree" have been grouped together as "Agree" while "Strongly
Disagree" and "Disagree" have been grouped together as "Disagree".

Instructor Evaluation Questions - Comparative Scores

Question
Your Score

Department
Average

(LAS(LS)-
Philosophy)

College
Average (CLAS-
Interdisciplinary

Studies)

University
Average

Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median

The instructor was enthusiastic about the course. 4.89 4.94 4.39 4.63 4.42 4.68 4.49 4.72

The instructor explained material clearly and in a way that
enhanced my understanding.

4.78 4.90 4.12 4.47 4.12 4.45 4.22 4.55

The instructor maintained clear standards for response and
availability (e.g. turnaround time for email, office hours, etc.)

5.00 5.00 4.33 4.59 4.35 4.61 4.38 4.65

The instructor fostered a positive learning environment that
engaged students.

4.89 4.94 4.16 4.47 4.27 4.58 4.34 4.64

The instructor provided prompt and meaningful feedback on
my work and performance in the course.

5.00 5.00 3.93 4.26 4.09 4.42 4.18 4.53

The instructor was instrumental to my learning in the course. 4.89 4.97 4.03 4.43 4.00 4.38 4.14 4.53

Overall 4.91 - 4.16 - 4.21 - 4.29 -
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Course Evaluation Questions - Comparative Scores

Question
Your Score

Department
Average

(LAS(LS)-
Philosophy)

College
Average (CLAS-
Interdisciplinary

Studies)

University
Average

Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median Mean Median

Course content (e.g., readings, activities, assignments) was
relevant & useful.

4.78 4.90 4.18 4.27 4.11 4.22 4.16 4.28

The course fostered regular interaction between student and
instructor.

4.89 4.94 4.02 4.20 3.86 4.05 3.94 4.14

Course activities and assignments improved my ability to
analyze, solve problems, and/or think critically.

4.83 4.94 4.08 4.27 4.03 4.18 4.08 4.24

Overall, this course was a valuable educational experience. 4.72 4.90 4.05 4.23 4.08 4.26 4.16 4.35

Overall 4.81 - 4.08 - 4.02 - 4.08 -

Comments

Please identify the instructor's strengths that contributed to your learning in the course.

Comments

This man needs a BBC documentary series, I have never sat through a discussion (and yes he ACTUALLY makes his class a
discussion by interacting with his students) regarding such technical topics and not only understood everything, but enjoyed them
so much. He is very thorough and retraces his steps to make sure of the clarity of his lecture. As you progress and become more
experienced as a professor, I hope you never stop asking students how this, or that came across, because it shows your
humbleness and makes it easier for the shyer people to add in their thoughts or for people with too much pride to say they didn't
understand something.

Just a cool professor. Extremely smart, always clear with what was expected on assignments, provides great feedback, always
willing to help, understands students, and provides awesome lecture notes to reference.

Professor Dorst genuinely cared about the material and his student's understanding and enjoyment of the material. He continually
make classes interesting and fun, all without sacrificing learning. He is a great professor.

Highly knowledgeable. Great presenter.

posting lecture notes online, interesting lectures

Professor Dorst provided a very positive learning environment, and actively encouraged relevant input from students. He was very
knowledgeable about each topic discussed in class, and provided clear and informative instruction. I was very impressed with this
class and look forward to future classes instructed by this professor.

Great at making complex concepts simpler. Great at getting the class involved and participating. Great at understanding questions
of students and then answering them with ease.

Dr. Dorst always ensured to explain and simplify the often complex topics in the readings, and made sure we were not left
confused. He also gave plenty of time for student questions and engagement in lectures without losing track of time.

Dr. Dorst is a skilled lecturer and teaches the material of the course efficiently.
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Please identify the instructor's strengths that contributed to your learning in the course.

What additional constructive feedback can you offer the instructor that might help improve the course?

Comments

Read above, don't add, just do more of the same. And maybe get better at stopping the occasional ranting student from taking too
much time, by going on long tangents about unrelated or half related content.

None. He taught the class fantastically.

N/A

more interesting readings

It would be beneficial to redirect some student input when it becomes irrelevant to lecture. There were several instances when a
student was able to talk at length about unrelated topics, although it was eventually redirected.

Maybe could make clearer what the goals of each paper is at the beginning of class. This would make it easier to know where
things are going and easier to clarify what subject were on.

In particular instances, Dr. Dorst did not answer student's questions, rather he responded by speaking around the question. It
would have been helpful if Dr. Dorst gave advice on the implications of reading, understanding, and analyzing some of the most
difficult and complex philosophy there is.

What additional constructive feedback can you offer the instructor that might help improve the course?
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What constructive suggestion(s) do you have for improving the course materials, organization, and
assignments?

Comments

Adding the dates of when certain arguments/rebuttals were made, I believe will make the course easier to follow and more
enjoyable. I have a photographic memory and am very visual, having a time period written on the board makes it easier for me to
automatically visualize the person/s conducting their argument. And also helps to create a temporal outline of the course. Yes I
know it states these in the readings, but you have a way of simplifying them so much that I get more by reading them after lecture...

The course can get a little repetitive at times with introducing theories, then the problems with it, can begin to feel like all were doing
is showing failed attempts at finding an answer.

It was pretty well designed. There was a lot of writing but I didn't mind.

N/A

N/A

None.

It seems like some students were not very interested in the topic or involved in discussion, largely because they did not bother to do
the readings. Maybe what would help is doing more in class such as more emphasis on reading quizzes to make sure everyone
has done the readings.

Some papers may have been too long and were very difficult to read.

Have a short break on the double–block or have the class not include a double–block so as to ensure that we do not lose focus
over such a long class period.

None

Please identify the topics and/or skills you learned in the course that you believe will have the highest
application for future courses or professional growth.

Comments

More of general trait that you get from philosophy in general, but attacking arguments and being able to "see" in the long run where
it will run into problems

Learned how to properly evaluate papers and arguments, think critically, and work through complex theories.

Definitely the writing, reading, and analytical skills that were developed during the course.

My writing has gotten a lot clearer and more logically structured during this course. At the very least, i'm better at arguing with people
on the internet.

All

Critical thinking in relation to the application of science, analyzing perspectives completely novel to myself, and preparing organized
philosophical papers are all important skills I was able to develop throughout this class. Distinguishing between science and
pseudoscience was a particularly relevant topic that this class focused on.

Writing the papers and having to really understand the readings was very useful and I think gave me reading and analysis skills that
I can use in the future.

This class helped me learn more in a philosophical field I was relatively unfamiliar with and figure out how to analyze the
arguments within.

I have gained knowledge of the content, structure, and methods of science. I have gained skills in analyzing contemporary
philosophy of science and forming educationally based understandings and responses.
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Please identify the topics and/or skills you learned in the course that you believe will have the highest
application for future courses or professional growth.
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